Diagnosis Flow Chart Scratch below the surface...

AtOpiC Dermatitis - caused by an abnormal reaction of the immune system to allergens in the environment

This condition cannot be diagnosed by any one single test

Coat brushings and skin Surface samples from Start a comprehensive "
Pets History - breed, age scrapes samples to look skin and ears to identify parasite control programme A strict hypoallergenic diet
of onset, signs for fleas and mites = bacterial, yeast and other f’ to rule out fleas and other ’l trial may be recommended
f infections parasites

Infection ruled out Parasites ruled out Food allergy ruled out

Diagnosis =
> ATOPIC DERMATITIS

Ear Disease - can be caused by allergy, foreign bodies, parasites, accumulation of hair or dead skin, results of
a trauma or a secondary symptom of another underlying disease

Ear canals examined to Skin scraping from ear
Pet history to check possible determine amount of . Ear smear to examine for .
allergen causes ) inflammation, tumours ” z?zégezisgr;?r parasites /' bacteria, yeast and mites / Possible swab for culture

discharge or other causes

Flea AIIergic Dermatitis - Flea bite hypersensitivity caused by the saliva in the flea bite

Analysis of flea control
used - brand, frequency
and dosage / /
. . . r Excellence in
15 minutes 15 minutes Four week review —> Veterinary Care

Coat brushings to look for
fleas or flea dirt - negative
findings are unreliable

Start a comprehensive flea
control programme
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